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Saucon Valley Foundation —Growing Strong

A Letter from the Chairman

Can’t you just smell the leaves? Autumn is my favorite time of year. The
golds and reds of the landscape, the nip in the air, the fresh apples picked
straight from an orchard’s tree, and those cider donuts combine to make
me smile from the inside out.

It’s a season of change. And this year, the start of the Foundation’s fourth |
year, we are changing along with the season!

With 10 new volunteer members bringing our total volunteer membership to 30, an ex-
panded organizational structure and efforts underway to fund an Environmental Education
Center on district property, the Foundation is excited about another season of transforma-
tion and growth!

First, my thanks to a talented leader, community member, friend and father of three, Joe
Savage, who led this Foundation from its inception back in 2007. Joe has stepped down
from the Chair position, but stepped up to lead the major corporate funding campaign
needed to get the Environmental Center from an idea to a reality. On behalf of all the trus-
tees and all of those students who have enjoyed a creative, innovative Foundation-funded
project over the years, I thank you Joe for your commitment and talent to lead.

I encourage you now to take a minute -- over a cup of hot cider -- to read this newsletter
because the Foundation is really all about you and the students. For example::

e You'll learn about the types of opportunities our generous donors have made possible
for the students. (Listen for the banging of a Djembe drum!)

e You'll learn about the Foundation’s expanded structure and how you can become a part
in small ways or large. (Love party planning? Online Publishing? Art projects with stu-
dents?)

e You'll learn about the little things that mean a lot when it comes to passion, fundrais-
ing, volunteerism, and giving back to the community in which we live.

I'm just back from a Mid Atlantic meeting of Education Foundations and the message was
clear: The future of public education is in our hands. As district budgets shrink, it’s im-
perative that we as community members commit to a successful future based on a partner-
ship between private community fundraising and public education.

We are on the right course. To sustain this momentum, it takes all of us together, making a
difference, close to home.

Enjoy the season,

sl ap >

Susan Kennedy

Planting tomorrow’s innovative ideas today. WWW. SVFOUNDATION.NET
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Art, Science & Professional Development
Rewarded with Fall Grants

By Leslie O’Connell, Grants Committee Chair
The Grants Committee received many innovative and exciting applications this fall. We are pleased to announce the following
were approved by the Board at the October meeting:

®  (Creation of an outdoor classroom with sculpture Garden at the High School submitted
by Sandra Eckert.

®  Submitted by Jennifer Burkholder, the purchase of Science Backpacks for the outdoor
field study for the First Grade Weather Curriculum, to include measuring instru-
ments, wind meters and cloud charts.

®  Submitted by Stephanie Laudenslager, the purchase of Science Backpacks for the 3rd ; :
Grade Water Curriculum, to include water test Kits. High School Art Teacher, Sandra

Eckert, has big plans to beautify the

e Lara McCarthy submitted a grant that was awarded to cover registration fees for three | courtyard outside her classroom:

teachers to attend the Association for Curriculum Development Conference and three ; tables, planters and a student-made

teachers to attend the Virtual Conference. ‘ mosaic will expand the learning

| area for students and enhance the

The Spring Grant Cycle will begin again in April/May 2012. The Submission process has ' view for everyone passing the build-
expanded allowing parents and members of the community to partner with a teacher in ing.
the district to submit a grant.

Saucon Valley Amani Djembe Group is Off and .....Drumming

By JoAnne Goglia, Executive Board and Grants Committee

Well, that’s a mouthful, but it all has meaning for a group of students ranging
from First through 12th grade. They have come together under the direction of
Russ Carawan, a mental health treatment therapist with the District. Carawan
says the use of the drums is a proven stress reliever that he became interested
in a few years ago after his wife came back from a trip to Africa. The group
akes its name from “amani”, which means harmonious in Swabhili or
“aspirations” in Arabic and djembe, which is a goblet drum from West Africa
played by hand. To start the group, Carawan and Rachael Alderfer, a middle
school teacher, secured a $2,425 grant from the SVFEI to purchase djembe
drums. He also dusted off three tom-tom drums he found in storage (no longer
used by the marching band). Each had its own distinctive sound and was still in decent shape.

Group members learn and practice songs taught by local drum circle leader Maureen “Moe” Jerant, who is a Remo Health-
Rhythms facilitator and owner of Lehigh Valley Drum Circle The group averages 53 children per circle. Their largest circle had
more than 70 kids involved, so they had to move it to a larger area.

Carawan had booked them at some public performances, so they had to get
busy practicing. The group performed at Mayfair, their first public venue, on
May 28. They also played on June 9 in the lobby at Allentown Symphony Hall
before the start of YEA, Youth Education in the Arts, benefit concert and at the
Musikfest Volksplatz on August 11. They performed September 4 at the Steel-
Stacks Jam Festival, promoted by ArtsQuest. When they saw how good they
were the group was moved to the stage.

Future plans include a partnership with the Invisible Children Club, as well as,
another public concert performance. The grant also gave them the opportu-
nity to purchase “sound shapes”. These are flat circle drums with different
colors and numbers based on the size. Carawan hopes to use these with the
youngest members of the Elementary school to help them with their color and
number recognition and, of course, to make music!

Taken at Mayfair in Allentown, pictured from
left to right: Maureen Jerant, Alaina Pell,
Paul Craig, Marissa Miller, Russ Carawan
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Fatal Vision Goggles Make a Big Impression
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Back in 2009 , Mrs. Pamela Youngkin in the Physical Education department, was awarded a grant to purchase Fatal Vision
Goggles. The goggles are a training tool to demonstrate the effect of alcohol impairment. Saucon Valley High School
Teacher, Alice Friend, uses the goggles in her classes too. This exercise makes quite an impression on the students!
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Teacher Note of Thanks
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Student tries to write with Fatal Vision
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Navigating a wiggly walk through orange cones
while "impaired."”

Thoughts from the Students
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Another student attempts to walk a M
straight line wearing the Fatal Vision -

Goggles
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